NEW YORK HERALD, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13,

DION BOUCICAULT,|

He 1s Sued for a Transaction of
Seventesn Years Ago.

e —

WHAT HE DID WiTH “THE OCTOROGN.”

His Curious Examination Yesterday at the
Superior Court Chambers.

Mr. Dion Boucleault was tranaferred yesterday from
wbe warm poetry and romande of the Shaughrann to
the cold and dreary prose of ihe Buperior Court,
Chambers, }Me was examined preiiminnry to the trial
of the astion brought sga:nst hit by George Raberts,
on & matter which must have taxed his memory sern-
ously, tor b deats with a trapeastion of sevontcen
vears ago, Mr Poberts, who lga white halzed, mild
spoken old man, ¢lsims that M Bovgicanlt, in 1860,
soldd to hom tor §1,000 the exclusive right to play
“The Uclorron,' and that he was injured 1o the
tane of about $25 000 by tho leonse which Honcicauit
gave the actor Wheatio.gh to perform the play in 1860
in Sau Frapeiseo. The ressoning on which the
sotion  proceeds 18 this:—Had Wheatleigh  nut per.
formaod the play ‘o Szo Franciseo, Roberts (who acted
fn tho transaction for the actresz, Mi.s Kimberiey,
now his wile) couid have performoed it there and made
$25,000 ot of it After tho exumination Mr., Roberts
said in the office of his attorneys, Richard Dusteed &
Bon, that he thought Wheatisigh made tbhat amount
out of the play in San Francisco, and although Bouei-
cault probably only recelved a porcentage from the
receipts, be thought ho was entitled to recover
$15, 000,

“How" much do you think you cam regcover, Mr.
Roverts?"" the writer asked.

1 think avout §25,000," he replied, with a placid
rxpression of gerene confidence, which indicaled that
ihe old gentleman was In a very bappy state of mind.

I owould tke $10,600 if 1 were you,”' a geatleman
preseut remarked sarcastically.

HOW THE EXAMINATION WENT OX.

The examination began befors noon and lasted uotil
after two n'clock. Tlhecouri room was aimost emply,
Round the gemicircular table lacing the Judge's Bench
sal Mr. Boucicault, with his counsel, Mr. Richard
U'Gorman, and Mr. Roberts, with his logal represen-
muves, Messzi, Rickard Bustesd & Son. A lew re-
poriters were the ouly otber perions present. I wil
Wius be geen that there were two Richards in the tield,
and both were vallant Koighes in the eause of justice,
Mr, Reberts’ Righard bad the main task of examining
Mr, Boucjcaglt. His poinls ot attack appeared to be
principally these:—Ite wanted to prove that Mr. Bou-
civault had autborized Whestleigh to pertorm the play;
thut he bhad sreceived a percentage of Wheatloigh's

profits, and that Mr. Bouocicauli had been so
mueh  of the Lmo out of the country thut
it plen of  the  Siatate of  Limitations

wis not valid because the yoars epent abroad are uot
recoguized by the law.  Mr. Bougieault’s Richard ob-
jected to pretty much every question put by Mr, Rob-
erws' fiwchard, and thore was somo rare legal sparring,
sariog which, however, both gentlemen kept thelr
temper in the most delightiul way, Mr. Busteed has
o loud, lusty volce, whicn, as Le cracks his jokes, has
the true mirthful ring, and ho kept up a fire of rali.
hry and banter with Mr. Booeicnuls wailch served 1o
ub least slightly relicvo the profound tedlum and dol.
ness of the proceedings.  The latter was heighieved
by the sjuwness with which Mr. Busteed wrote out the
examinatton as e wentalong. When Mr. O'Gorman
examined his ellent Mr. Bustead would every now amnd
then ipterrupt him with a pitoous appeal 1o spoak
more siowly, as his pen was not propelied by steam.

1t was amuoging §o seo Mr. Houcieault in his apawe:s
slowly wall tur every seratch of Mr, Busteed's pen and
then deliberately pronoupce word for word,

HOW MR BOUCICAULT LOOKED.

The famous playwrighe aud actor, ns he appeared in
the court room yesterday, was as unlike the rigged
and lantustically garbed *Conn'' as can possibly be
muagined,  He bas certalnly a mosp characieristic
boad, iull of strengih wod positivism,  There 18 some-
thing strongly Knit apd trmly drawn about all tno
foniures, tho clear gray cyes shaded by tbhe heavy,
black eyebrows; theaquiline, line voese; the little
wouth, with the tiny, dark mustache; the smootl,
retrouting chin, and the strong jaw.

My, Houclcanlt was dfessed 1n the most simple dark
Fuit, witn a vest buttonod up to his turn down collar,
pod the loose knol of o lutle blaek necktie carclessly

siragehing down, and his ever luthiul glasses cocked
pecurely over the bridge of his nose, MHis long, high,
bisttaned A black vest amil his black gloves ymparted

to himn s serious expresson, and somehow or other
Mr, Boucicault reminded you more of a solemn priest
than ol & gay, lively actor. It was not difficult to tell
that the oxaminativn was an intense bore tv him, and
zou could see him lean his bead on bis hands, or, per-

aps, bend it over his crossed arms 1o a pensive and
bored attitude. And yet he would everand auon in-
terrupt the dulness of the proceeding by some jocose
or good-natured sally,

THE AGREEMENT,

In answer to the questton ol Mr. Busteed, Mr. Bou-
cleault ackpnowledged that he was the defendant, that
he was personally acqgmamied with the plapul and
explaiped the trapsaction in question ae lollows: —
“[he plaimull, representing himsell to be the agoul of
un aciress, Miss Kimberley, applied to me on  his be.
hulf for a hmitod liconse to perform my play of “The
Detoroen,’ | gave the lioense, excepling ceriain
pities und places wliieh 1 do not pow recollect, nor do
1 recotlecy whether thol license was simply the privi-
Jege to art and perform or te Sole and exelasive righs
1o act and perforne 1 o not recolleet the sum agreed
upon to be puid by Miss Kimbsriey, but have some

recollection shat the full  amounl agreed upon
was  not  pad  aceording  to the  agreement
wiid lias never sinow  been panl, | have
pe  disimet  recollection  wuether the  agree-

pnent was reduced to writng or nol, a8 many of my
swpreements are verbul ones, 1 nm under the impres-
non  that Mies Kimberley acted asnd periormed “‘I'ne
Detaroon’ i varjous places alterthoexpiration of the
term agroed upen, and has nos pad me for such per-
lormanees,

PUARLING QUESTIONS,

Here tho plainitil’s counsel showored some obfjoc.
Uops upou Mr. Dowcicault as w portious ol Lthe above
nuswor

4 Had you any personal acquaintance with Miss
Kimberley ¥ A Yee

Q, Had you ever any business trangactiops with her
m person® A, Never

. Where did she iransaction take placo? A, I can’t
recullect,

G Waus It not lo the ciby of New York? A, 1ecan't
recollect,

Q Who was present as it, Hany one? A. lcan’t
recollegt,

Q. For what places was this llcense to represent the
play of *The Octoroon’' granted? A. | bave alroady
unswered thiat | cannot recoliect.

All these answers Mr. Boucicanlt gave with a good
bumored, dry, causte tone, wiich seemed Lo say,
“This business is sevenlcen years old. How can you
expeot me to recolleet n "

A printed ship, purporting to bo a copy ol the agree-
pient from the Cleveland Paily Herald of March 1,
1560, was shown Mr. Boucleault, but be did not identify
1, sayiog, “This printed slip was not composed or
written Ly me as Rimilar agreemenots usually have
been., | am theroloro unable to jdentily i%, and could
oniy do so by identlying my signature to it il pre-
pented o me. "

Nogw camne, of course, the usual beating-about-the-
bush queries, such as whether he belleved it was a true
copy, &¢., but Mr. Boucicault declined to commit him-
well

“As 1 have no recollection whate ver of the docamons,
and ag 1o any chse (L may have been altered in some
pesontial particuiar if it ever drd exist, it 8 impossible
fur me tu iorm any beliel, since | can form Lo opmion |
io the mawteor.'"

Then foltowed a long string of questions as to the

Inces for which the heonse was giveu, (o whieh Mr,

oncicanlt gave the same dry, caustie apswer—+'l
ean's recollect”’

NOUCICATIT'S ACCOCNTA,

Mr. Busteed then wanted 1o arrive at the extent
&l Mr. Boucicauit's reccipts from “The Oetoroon,’
aud askod bim i e Keplany accounts of bis businoss T
r. Boucicaalt promptiy rephed, 1 do."

Q Inhe year 1500 did you Keep such books? A. 1
dia.

. Are your books of account for that year still in
pxistence ! A. They are not

G Woen did thoy go'ods ol existence, and how?
A. About ten years ago, Afdmg a vast accumulation of
papers and sccounts, [ lound it necessary o adopl the
praciice of retaining accoutis of ten years aotecedent
10 dates and aestroy ing older ones.

Then lollowsl numerous questions s to wholher he
positively koew of his awn kiowicdge that these ne-
counts wers destroyod, ke Mr. Doocicauit Kept nis
wmper very well during this avalanche of wearisome
yuestions, and gard —'*My secrotlaries bave the staund-
ing order W destroy such records, apa at that time—
viz, 1569 or 1870—my orders woro carried out, as re-
pored to me, but | was not personally present then,
or, as fur an | reenllect, persuoaliy st the operation ol

destroction; but | believe Lucis to have beeh so de-
stroyed, us | bave never sioce seen them in thoir asual
placer,’

Q. What (s the nama of (he sueretary who reported
1o you the destruction of these books of aceounts, as
you believe? A | caunol at presond remembet pro.
cisely, as | lost a secrelary Ly doath at that time, aod
whether it was he or hus successor | cannos st preseat
esactly recollect

What s the mame of Lhe live secrelary? A,
George Coleman.,
“l.l. Where does he live? A, (Mympic Theatre, Lon.

.

WHEATLEION UNAUTHORIEED,
Mr. Busteed then wanled 10 know whether Botol~ |

ﬂa& remembered having glven the actor, Charles
Whdileigh, the right w represent *The Octorous,”
but Mr. wit replitd that be oaly remembered
baving giveo hom authority to :h’ the ““Coilcon
HBawn' and “Jenny Deans,” but that be hag been in
thie hablt of ncting other pleces withoat authority,
and that Wieatleieh might, Werefore, have acted “The
Oetoroqn’ in Calitornia la 1560, but be bad no recol-
lection of ever amthorizing Wheatleigh to do »o,

Mr Houetcault could ot remember that be ever re-
ceivesd any moneys trom him as royalty for *The Oclo-
roon,' apd the usual question lollowed —‘‘Can you
remember that you did sot ¥ "To which Mr. Bouei-
caull, with perfecs solemnity, refurned, *I canuot
remember either way, but bave the impression that
the only play in W heatleigh's tour of 1800 what was
profitable was the ‘Coticen Bawn,""

RATIER TRIBH THAY EXGLISE,

Mr. Busteed then desired to prove (hat the defonce
of the statute of limitations was pol vahd, because Mr.
Boucieanit ad been out of the country pearly ali the
time, Quile a nippie 3! amosement was produced Ly
the question, ““Wlhat was your oitizonship in 1860-21""
when Mr. Boucicault turued round, with an expression
ol amusement and leigned bewilderment on his face,
and smd, “Well, | don's know whetber to say Brinsh
or lrish"'—

Mr. Basteed (laughingly)—Well, 1°d rathier bave you
sy irsb—1'd rather have It so.

Mr. Boucicault (smiling broad!y)—I'd rather have it
#0, 0o, well, as b I8 botb Eo:lisn and Irish, lel us
lnl\' Brivish, thon.

le wus tben examin:d as to his residence for
every year irom 1660 to 1872, which he gave as Lon.
dou, and dated the begioniog of s New York resi-
dence trom the latter bal! of 1872

Mr. Husteed wanted 1o know how muech of hig time
from 1561 to 1872 he was at hom», to which the de-
fesdant, with tbat imperturbabie dry bumor of his,
ropiled, **l was at home &il the time; wherever i
was there was my howe.'’ (Laughter Ly counsel for
boih shiea )

Mr. O"Gorman, counsel for Mr, Houcleault, then ex-
smined him aud elicited the [ace thai ho had never
soen Wie play performed and was never preseot at a
represeptasion vl it exeepting playing a partin the
play, and then ouly presons in those sceues in which
e was engaged, and therclore never caw I\ repre-
senlad

Mr. Busteed then re-exarained Mr. Douelcanit,

. Wera you uever prosent as a rehearsal of the play
ol *The Uctoroon 1" A Yes.

Q. Aud aid you pot then boe the whole play repre-
sented ¥ A Noo  (Laughtar,)

This exsmination was foilowed by the readiog of Mr,
Busteed’'s wotes, Ag Mr G'Gorman read taom to his
client he lmd upon all the sesrching questions the
wost unctuous amp phazis and g0 amosnd W1, Bocolcault
that the lstter opce travestied the jnqaisition by
thumping the taple with nis kauckle as | to say,
“That's a good question—thers's a puzeler, ™

M. NOUCICAULT'S STATEMENT, ;
M. Bouncleault swore o tho correctuess of the depo-
ition before ene of the judger of she Superior ( ourt,

and then teft i company with Hiehard U'Gorman, In
conversation with ihe writer ho said this suwit was an
atiempl to make him compromigs by paying a small
suta, which e would, take very good eara not Lo do.
He bhud pever oven thoughit oi this rransaction votil It
came up (6 this suit,  When asked aa bo the success of
“The Ocloroon,'' he charncteristically said, “You see
1 don™s go for these old plays; [ nlways go lor new
unes. 1 have o nany now that [ bave to give sume
to other people and De content with receming o stipu-
lated sum lor their perlormance.' Speaking of the
recent lisigation in Englasd regarding the “Shaugh-
raun," he sawl be bad tekeun his posivion toward
Chatterton  not  #o much [remn selfish mollves,
bur  principally to guard the intervéts of the
entire profession in this country. 17 Chattersion could
steal tus “Shaughraun' to.dayihio could steal “Tie Two
Men ol Sundy Bar™ and the “Gilded Age” to-morruw,
Heo was some £5,000 oul of pocket by Chatterton’s
piracy. He did pot cure astraw for that, he added,
mmpe. uously, but was perfecily willing 1o lose money

rathier than o consent o hiterary thelt. He noped |

that the highest court of appeals in England would

8l decide in bis fuvor—an oplulen o which Mr,

O'Gorman concarred.
THE CORONERS' WORE.

Coroner Ellinger yvestsrday held inquests in the fol-
lowing cases, Verdicts In accordance with the facts
ware glven:— -«

George Grinner, aged forly, no home, who was
found dead in the hanllway of No. 123 Ridge streot,

Sunduy. Fxposure to the cold weather hielped pneu-
monia te kill bim,

Plhosbo Miller, aged aixty-six, of Slxty-eighth street,
near Tenth aveoue, who was Laken to the Receplion
Nospitul Iast Supday. She died from an overdose of
landanum.

Julin Wallnce, aged iweniy-eight, of (he steamboat
Auua J, Wallaoe, who was accidenially killed on tho
10th of September, at pier No. 43 Norih River, by hia
arm being eaught 1o o grain slevator,

Euward Grogun, aged jorty, who was brought by an
nmbulance (rom No. 2 Catbarioe ship w0 the Chambers
Street Hospital and diod there from cerebral apopiexy
on the Gth 1usL

Jobin Gilmore, aged sevenly-four, of Lridgeport,
Conn., who died on the Sih inst. at Mount Sioul Hos-
pital lrom chironic meningiiis.

Davia Mosher, agel twenty-seven, of No. 515 Nipth
avenne, who died of lockjaw from injurios regeived by
bis baod being osught io a coflee and apice Wil on the
18t ol October,

Jane Daly, ogod soventeen, ol No, 454 West Forly-
fifth streot, who died on Lbe 4ih inst (rom burns aeci.
dontally received by her dress caiching fire from &
slove.

SUDDEN DEATR AMONG THE RANIES

Barbara Moibaclh, aged three years, who died on the
Oth anst. at the Heceplion Hospital, from injurics re-
celved by accidenlally upsetting & kettle of borling
water on Lbe 20Lh ult,

Mary Reardon, aged two years, of No, 406 Easi
Tweniy-third sireet, who was sccidentally scalded 1o
denth on the J0th all. by failing inte & tub of bolling
water,

William Robort Meyers, aged two years, of No, 423
West Fortysiecond street, who was Snalded to death
on the 3 1nst. Ly the nocidental tppiog over of a pot
of boiling soup.

Coroner Woltman yesterday took charge of the fol-
lowing ecnses:—A child pamed Graafl, ten months old,
of Mo. J41 Tenth avenue; Johanoa Allen, six yeurs old,
of No. 329 West Sevenieenth sireel; an unknown man
trom No, 458 Pear]l street, who died at the Chambers
Streot Hosplial _ﬂ:n(rﬂl\{ morning; Jobn Odell, aged
filty-six, a carpenter, of No. 804 Sixth aveuue, and a
siillborn child, at No, 202 Wooster street

Coroner Eickbofl will invostigate the following
casen:—Alice Winters, ten years old, of No, 242 Mouroe
strect; a child of Ann McMenony, of No. 280 Muloerry
streel, and Catharine Shea, aged wiirty, of No, 700 East
Twellth street.

A NEW PARK COMMISSIONER.

Mayor Wickbam yesterday appointed Mr. James I
Wonman, President of the Colton Exchange, Park
Commissioner, iz place of Jeseph J. 0'Donohus, The
Iatter gentleman vacated bis Commigsionership in con-
sequence of holding two offices, that of Presidential
Eiector and Park Commissioner. Mr. Wenmao 15 n
well known colton merchaunt of this eity, The geice-
tion is copsidered an excellent one,

MUNICIPAL NOTES.

Mayor Wickham was yesterday served with notices
ol suits in the case of Joseph C. Pinckoey agalnst the
city, The plaintif 1s at present an Aldermau and was
tormerly Clerk ol the Board He sets forth in his
complainbe that he was Clerk to the Board of Super-
vikors Irom May &, 1873, Lo December 31, 1574, his
salary being lixed av §7,500. Payment was relused by
the Compiroller and he now sues tor the smontt due
Lim for that prriod of alleged sorvice, $12,278 22,

Comptroller Kelly was again run down with callers
yesterday ut the Finapoo Department. Many ev)-
denily came in quem ol putropuge and offies, Among
the visitors were Senator Bixby, Judge Deffy, Bonja-
min Wood ana several of the Gity Fathers.

Mayor-clect Ely has been formally sworn into office
by wbe present Cniet Magisirate. He has not yoi an-
nouneed bis appointmenta,

Sherift Conner will to-day issue a proclamation call.
ing lor an election on the 24 of January tw il the wa.
cancy in the Sevenih Congressional districl, cansed by
the resiguation of Mayor-elect Smith Ely, Jr.

A BURGLAR ARRESTED,

Three burglars, on Moudsy evening lass, entered the
apariments of Mrs. Amelia L. Milier, st No. 74 Jack-
son sirect, and siole jewelry wod other property
valued at §160.  Witile they were leaving the house
Mra. Miller, who bad been ¢ut shoppiag, returned and

ondeavored (o stop them.  Sho was siruck 1o the fnoe
und kpouked deown by ono ol the burgiare, wno cs-

eaped.  Acung on a deseripbion of the thiloves lar-
ntshed by Mre Miller, Ofleor Lindman yosterday ar-
rosted  Samuel lLangiord, wno gave bis uvoeu.
patiun s a privier, hiving ak No.  ab

Jack=son sireet.  On his being taken 1o the Thir
teenth preciuct sintion he was At onece identifisd
Ly Mea. Miller as the burglar who had knoeked hoy
down, Wonon e was brougnt belore Justiee Smith
at the Essox Markel Police Court yesterday [.ungtunl
said that Capuan Ulinehy wae prejudiced agaiost him
and had sad he would send m 1o State Prison,
Justice Smith sad he did not believe & word of whas
Langford stated, and beld him lor trial (o default of
£2,000 bail

A CUAL OIL OUTRAGE.

[From the Loulsville Courier-Journal, Dee. &)
Evrganernrows, Ky., Dec. 5, 1878
On the 27th day of Octeber Sim Vernon, of Mardin
eounty, Kentucky, swore oul & pesoe warranl before
W. . Lancasier, Judge ol the County Court of said
counuly, againss Joho C. Modeall, which resulted in the
Court hlmhnf Medoall ovor u%np the peace until the
first day of the nexe Febroary Term ol the Hardin Gir-
cult Court. On the morning of the bth inst, av fonr
o'clock, Medeall went into the room of Vernon and
saturated his bedclothes with coal oil aod sob fire 10
them and then dipped a broom o the fire and held i
blaze to the mouth of Vernon. A sisier ol Verunon's,
who was slecpiug in the same room, wis awakened by
the groans of hur brother, and ran o thie rescuas, but
was kpocked dowun by Mageall, whe ran out ol the
house. He was caplured, bowever, LY a young man
by the name of Hobert Bucnit, of Enzabetblown, Ky,
who was working opou the farm, and brought before
4. W, Maithews, Police Judge, lor trink.  Owitig to the
feente condition el Veroon, his examination was con.
tinued until the 13th. Vernon is one of the best eitl-
zens 1o bis county, and the relations of Modenll aro
all of guod stending. Messrs. Wilkon & Hobson and
Monigomury & PPaston bave bean emploged i the de-
cosie” the. prosesetion. It Jo said that Verser il
sen Ll craon
nover recover (rom his injuries

WILLIAM M. TWEED.

MUCH SMOXE ABOUT A COMPEOMISE—AN EIOHT
HUNDERED THOUSAND DOLLAR uUFFREE PROBA-
BIE.

Politieal circles wers much agitated yesterday by
rumors in Wall streel and aboul tbe court rooma thas
the Tweed matter would in a few days assume the
tangible shape of a compromise. Sherll Conner's
deputies, when qucstioned, were very reticent ou the
subject.

1t 18 well known, however, that since the vigit of Mr.
Thuriow Weed to the *'Boss™ thers bas been u
dwindliug away of ihe latter's army of legal advisers.
Tbe wew rule of setion sdopied by the Boss ix thai,
being again in the bands of the Sherifl, his policy is o

Iay down his arms, pot up his hagds and make the
best of the situatton without belag & delendant.
THE COURT OF APFEALE

Durlng the reign of the Ring, nod when the |
lighis of both political parties were bebol

ecd’s favor, 1 19 alleged shat a cortaln Judge, who
wag ouce n State Senator with Twoeed, was appolated
1o his position on the bench at the iostaoce of Mr.
Weed and other warm friends, but by the direct in-
tluenoe of Tweed and Sweeny, and It1s rumored that
some awkward disclosures wers threalened i there
were nol some steps taken toward releasing Twoed
frow custody,

THE TWEKD EUITS ¥OT TO BX TRIED

It is now sale to say that nuno of the suits agalnst
Tweed will aver reach trial.  The heavy ouwe, upon
which the $%,000,000 judgment was obinined, 18 1o a
state of unceriainty sinco the argument apon iy
appoal, and it would e diffienls to bring the othar
#uits to trinl as affalrs pow stapd, Since I'weed is no
longer & contestant b is without doubt true that, as
neither party desires the whoie EloTy W be Loid, the
State and aity will tnke the most thas can bo esinined
by comprowmse, lor judgiments wonld undoubledly re-
main vnsatisfiod and neavy costs of court aod Lgnl
expenses aocroe, without oy hope of retmburiement
from the dzivadaut’s properiy.

CONMTIONS OF THE COMPROMIZR,

Bo far as mouey |8 concernsd the heavy drains npon
Tweed's cash capital since his srrest have placed lim
inapesition te meet po demanus of large amount,
and there 15 o real ektate that enn be reached by any
indgment sswes or procesdinge of exocution, The
most of Lhe real estale which be unce ownod js1n the
hande of Mr. Foster Dewey, Most important among
these Iapds is the Putnamn cousty properly, now very
valuable 1o the iy, as having the key to the water
privieges from the Crotom lakes. This  will
Lo represeoted n the alleged compromise ofler of
£300,000. The couditions of the compromise rre
that Tweed sball be released and the suis against him
be discontinued, The compromise, il effocted, 1 Tweed's
behalfl will probubly result o the resutation of & pars
of Sworny's purloined wealth and the return of that
distinguished tugitive from his European hiding place.
While no direct offers havo been made known sither 1o
Mr, Whitaey, Corporation Counsel, or ioany of Tweed's
legal pdvimnrs of the past, the matter in believed 1o be
quietly progressing at the nsiance of politieal triends,
and, as there woulid seem 1o be really vo beactit in lur-
ther prosecullon, there is a good prospect of ultimale
snecess,

TAXPAYERS, ATTENTION!

EXTORTIONATE DEMANDS OF THE GAS COMPA-
NIES FOR LIGHTING THE CITY-—AN ADVANCE
FROM TWENTY-THREE TO THIRTY-SIX DOL-
LARS PER LAMDP,

The startling fact that the cliy’s gas bills will proba-
bly bo very largely tncreased and ihe appearance ol a
yery handsomely concocted plan to Tob the city, with-
out any redress, oither from citizens or the authori-
tiee, doveloped [teell suddenly when the bids for the
eupply of gas were handed in on Monday,

The facts are stubborn, and the pinta aAnnouncement
that an imerease of more tban fifty per cont is de-
manded shows how well Iaid ix the plan ana the pecu-
larly porplexing predieament in which the Mayor,
the Commizszioner ol Public Works aud the Compirel-
ler are placed, thoy constituting the Gas Commission
which 18 1o decide npon {he bida

There are four gas companies which control the gas.
Hghting  privileges of the c¢lty—to wit, 1the
Manhattan, tho Metropolitan, the Mutual and the
New York—and these all made bidy in concert

Nogumpany entered into competition with another;
tho wige hends of the managers quietly mapped out
the disiricts, aud 1n the disposition of the red Nnos de-
nomiguiing the stroots bid tor there wans a carelul
avoldance ol any collision with any other company,
and  while tbe wholo  form may be a complele
peiwork ol gas mning Lthrough the streels,
avenucs and highways all tue prices are alike, and the
demand made 15 an advance ol more Lhau fiity per
ceut upoh the old rate at 23 per lamp. The companies
couvlly demand #36 per lamp, and there i3 no redress
and po alternative lor the commission.

No other company can cmugtln with tho companies
named in the bids, the city has no meabs to compel
them o lower the bids or 1o provide gas, and if she
awsrds be made upoo the prices named the Laxpayers
bave the right to protest, SlLould, even fur a time,
hese exioriionale demands be comptied with, the city
18 at the mercy of the gns company monopolists lor ail
ihe light iu tbhe public places. Tleniceiy of the quesiion
sbows ilsell in Lhe renlly helpless position of the au-
thorities, and unless the bids be aoeepted it will become
a virtaal ¥ Lo provide or other means
of lighting the city, nud we may be compelled o go
back 1o the Knickerbocker times, when *'all the city’s
light was turnished by the lanterns from ench tenth
bouss houng in s by or oot the DI et ineressed
rates, and have nehber the remedy ol appeal nor the
sutlgtaction of dispensing with its use,

CHEAP TRANSPORTATION.

At a mecting of the Cheap Transportation Associa-
tion yesterday afternoon & report was submitled on
the Belgian system of towing, which the society ap
proved. A commities bad been appointed by the
sngiety at a previous meeting to make a series of ex-
periments calculaied to show the comparative ellielency
of various new methods ol towing recommended for
application on the canals. This ceinmitioe stated that
they had proceeded with the Investization intrested
to them and tested the cable lowlng E¥slem, the trag-
tion towage system and others.  After fully establish-
tag the advantages ol each, as well as determined apon
their deficienciea, the commities reselvid upon recom-
mending the Belgian towing system as tho best,

The commitice estimated the eost ol tragsporting
goods incannl boats where horse and mule power was
uged, and jound it the most expensive of all methods
ns well us the tardiest.  They then tried towage by
sieamers and found the expense reduoced one-hall and
the time of transit proportbonately lesseued, Tho
traction system furiher reduced the expouse, but the
cable syatem wos proyed the cheapest and most
efMeient of all

A MISSOURI TRAGEDY,

TWO CHILDREN DBURNED TO DEATH BEFORE
THEIR PARENTS.

[From the Sedalia (Mo.) Democral, December 8 )

One of the most bearirending avd sickening affairs
that we have ever been called upon io chromicle oc-
curred in this counly oear the Bonlon line, thirteen
miles from thin clty, on Tuesday night

Mr. B. F. Soharder, an clderly Gerwan farmer, had
succeeled, after years of toil, ‘In makiog Bimsell a
comlortable home nonr Holstein’s store, and was sur-
rounded Ly a large family, having eleven children in
all, Hobad bwita two story irame house on® hia
tarm, and, although not a Wealthy man, was In cany
circumstunces.

About twelve o'clock the Scharder famuly were
aroused by the smoke and ames, and a terrible panic
al once ecpsued The ballding was completely ens
veloped in flarses and was almost ready (o fall tn by
the vime the family wore awakened, The old pocple
with & babo slept In (be lower slory, and managed to
escape with slight scorchica.  But a terrible fate was In

wailing for seme of the occcupanis of the mee-
ond story. Ono ol 1he boys, uvamed Joo, was
first 1o take in the sitauiion.  He saw that all escape
was cul oif by tho stairway, and there was but ona
chanue to save lis life, and that was to jump lrom the
winduw te the ground, & distance ol abous twelve or
fween feet.  There was no time to discuss tho natier
in lits own mind, and, broaking out the window, he
made Ly ieap, gUSIAIR BE but slight injury, caused by
coif i breaking ihe window panes, ¥Fraak, aged
ninsteen, was pext (o moke the leap, but he did not
go until his back and tace were considerably gip

He suflered s severs sprain of the right leg 1o mﬁ"
the Jump His beard and hair were burned wl!
a orisp.  Casper, aged ten, did wot conclade to
make ithe leap wentil his havds, logs and enrs
were almost fomsied.  He sustalned no injury
by the jump, but his ears ure terribly swollen
from ihe eflecss of the fire. Peler, nine
years, leaged and landed safely, Alby Scharder, n
young lady ol sixteen, was the last one to jump, sna
#he came Very near putting i off 1%o0 jate, s her night
clothos bad already caoght fire and her arins were
burncd almost 18to a crisp, and the flesh was ready to
drop trom the benes. 1o making the jump she was
upioriunaie and alighted on A sione, cutting a doop
wound 1o her leg, wiieh bfed projusely,

The older enildren, in \bheir anxieiy to save ther
own lives, lorgot shoir little mister Lizzio, aged aix
yoars, and their helpless listle brother, agod throe
yoars, who were sleaping 1o the same room with them,
Alter the older ones had jamped from the doomed
bullding, Lizzie was awakened by (he tortares of the
namen  that  were leaping madly around
She mado her way 1o the window that b
tur Y ol pe lor  her brothers
and wisters, but besitated Lo make the fesriul
lewp. Her tather saw her looking out of 1he windaw,
and, holamg out Wis arms (o cateh hor, encouragod hor
to jump Already she flames were devouring ber, and
i ihat her reasons (or not jumping were
thal she was deprived of Lhe use of her imbs. Sbe
ivaned over the window fill uniil her lower exiromilles
were buroed off, and she [ell & corpse as the feet of her
distracted parenta.  The three-year-old boy baby wan
buraed in his bed, and never ovon 8o much as msacd a
single yoream.

r. William McFatridge tendered tho unfortannte
on his tarm wvear the nceno of the acel-

Inmily a
will | dent yesterday, and 1§ th
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Reronren—Are you (nmiiinr, with the specificati t {' tend the (uneral gervices, on Thursday, Doeember 14,
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